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The Present paper  
 
 
The present paper is an endeavour to understand the concept and applications of 

situational crime prevention (SCP) in the UK. SCP as part of Crime Reduction 

Programme of the Home Office, London has shown encouraging results in cutting the 

incidence of crimes to a significant extent. Reducing opportunity for crime by a range of 

measures based on managerial, environment and technological interventions   is the core 

feature of this strategy.  

 

Methodology: 

The present paper is based on a study report ‘Crime Reduction through Situational Crime 

Prevention-A Study in the United Kingdom’ conducted by the author as Commonwealth 

Fellow (2003-04) at the Department of Criminology (formerly Scarman Centre), 

University of Leicester, UK. 

 

The Researcher, for the most, part adopted informal methods of data and information 

collection. The data and information was primarily collected by visiting several libraries 

including University of Leicester, University College, London and Radzinowicz Library 

at Cambridge University. The actual sites and locations having SCP applications were 

visited and observed. The security personnel and police officials were also contacted for 

gathering information.  

* Homepage: www.forensic.to/webhome/drgsbajpai 



 
 

E mail:gsbajpai@rediffmail.com 

Situational Crime Prevention: Concept  
 
SCP seeks to influence the offender’s decision or ability to commit crimes at particular 

Places and times by way of particularly designed measures. Apparently, SCP comprises 

specially customized measures to reduce the opportunity for specific crimes. The SCP 

techniques or measures   signify   the control, planning and manipulation of the 

immediate environment or setting in as systematic and permanent a manner as possible. 

The measures are meant to transmit a massage to   likely offenders   that the attempts 

required to execute crime and the risks associated have amplified, and that the pay offs 

that can be attained through crime have significantly diminished. 

 

The present structure of SCP is essentially based on some crime theories developed with 

situational perspectives in crime occurrence. The theories like routine activity (Cohen and 

Felson 1979) , rational choice (Clarke and Felson,1993)) and opportunity theory ( Felson 

and Clarke, 1998) form the basis of SCP. Clarke’s sixteen techniques of SCP (1997) and 

the publication of ‘Opportunity makes the thief’ (1998) heralded the launch of SCP in the 

UK in a big way.    

 

Clarke (1997) mainly talked of four strategies and sixteen techniques of SCP. The four 

main strategies are as under: 

 
1. increasing the effort needed to commit the crime; 
2. increasing the risks associated with the crime; 
3. reducing the rewards of crime; and 
4. removing excuses or creating embarrassment 
 

Some of the techniques proposed by Clarke and a few more  techniques that have come 

up over a period of time  are discussed in this  paper. 

  

The theories and ideas analysed above facilitated couple of seemingly synonymous 

approaches in crime prevention. They are as below:  

1. Problem oriented policing 

2. Defensible space architecture 



 
 

3. Crime prevention through environmental designs 

4. Situational crime prevention   

 

Conceptual Differences:  The following Table indicates the mutual differences in 

certain new approaches that are recently emerging in the area of crime reduction. 

 

Approaches Focus 
Methods 

Situational Crime 

prevention 

Elimination of 

criminogenic situations 

Managerial techniques, 

design and manipulation of 

environment 

Crime & Disorder 

Reduction 

Multi agency approach Action relating to several 

areas falling under 

community agencies  

Community Policing Enlisting citizen support 

for crime prevention and 

image building 

Service oriented 

programmes 

Problem oriented policing Specific crime problems Target oriented and 

evidence based problem 

solving 

Broken window Neighbourhood in 

disorders and deterioration 

Upkeep of neighbourhood 

and focused policing  

Community Safety Wider view of crime 

reduction 

Collective and 

comprehensive 

interventions 

 

Situational Crime Prevention Techniques 

 

SCP applies highly specific techniques in the opportunity reduction for any offending 

behaviour. Ranges of such technological and managerial initiatives have shown 

encouraging results in the UK. The performance of these initiatives was made visible in 

several evaluation studies carried out in the UK. Clarke (1997) has developed a sixteen 



 
 

techniques model for opportunity reduction that is being used everywhere with 

appropriate modifications.   This section presents an overview of some major techniques 

in SCP in the UK. 

 

1. Target hardening 

Making target invulnerable through techniques or any arrangement called target 

hardening. This is also about making targets more resistant to attack or more difficult to 

remove or damage. The use of locks, screen, and shields are some popular ways. The use 

of a slur rejecter devise has significantly reduced the use of slur in parking machines and 

London Underground trains. Likewise, the use of transparent screen and anti-bandit 

screens are considered to have cut down assaults incidence and robberies in the UK by 40 

percent.  The target hardening has a success story in case of postal stores robberies too. 

Many stores in England have small postal counters in a corner of the store. These handle 

a lot of money and are attractive targets for robbers. In the early 1980s, the postal 

counters in London had a bigger problem than usual with robberies, even though most of 

them had "anti-bandit" screens. Most of the robberies involved people trying to break 

down the screens with sledgehammers or their bare hands, pointing guns at the staff 

behind the screens, or attacking other staff or customers outside the secure area and 

forcing the staff behind the screen to let the robbers in. After upgrading the screens to be 

more resistant to attack, robberies dropped by 40% (Ekblom, 1987).  This further 

facilitated the target hardening. A mention of electronic surveillance in target hardening 

will be appropriate here. The Electronic article surveillance (EAS) is a method to 

discourage shoplifting. Introduced in 1968-69, this technology has proved to be an 

effective anti-shoplifting measure. This electronic technique is about an electronically 

detectable element that is attached on the article. The transmitters and receivers at the exit 

of shops can immediately detect the article if someone tries to take it away (Dilonarado 

and Clarke, 1996). 

2. Access Control  

This measure is applied to ‘defend space’ by checking the offenders’ access to offices, 

factories, apartments or in any buildings. In the UK this has resulted in good amount of 

risk reduction. The measures like use of PIN numbers for accessing bank accounts or 



 
 

computer, installation of entry phones, dialling the code to gain access have considerably 

cut the incidence of burglary, thefts, and robberies in the UK. 

3. Deflecting offenders 

This situational measure applies the logical segregation or exclusion of likely offenders. 

For instance, the rival groups of fans in football matches in Britain segregated in the 

stadia to avoid violent clashes. To avoid the incidence of brawls in the closing time of 

pubs, the scheduling of last buses with the closing time of pubs has worked significantly. 

Street closures, separate public facilities for women and rescheduling the conveyance 

routes at the time of public functions are similar such measures. 

 

4. Controlling facilitators  

The studies in the Britain of injury of potential kinds of broken glass have led to 

recommendations that toughened or plastic material glasses be used in the pubs and beer 

bars. Disabling the stolen cell phones or similar goods was found be another effective 

way in this regard. 

 

5. Entry/exit screening 

The electronic methods of screening in entry and exit checking are in use in all important 

points in the UK.  

6. Formal Surveillance.  

The police, security guards or detective personnel provide this form of surveillance. The 

use of burglar alarm and CCTV is being prominently used.  The country wide use of the 

Home office sponsored CCTV initiatives   have minimised the crime incidence to its 

lowest ever. According to sources (www.crimereduction.gov.uk), under the Crime 

Reduction Programme of CCTV Initiative around £170 million will be spent on 684 

CCTV schemes. The findings to this effect have been shown in some CCTV evaluation 

studies.  Existing Home Office Research and other evaluations indicate that CCTV can be 

effective in reducing crime and fear of crime and in helping the police detect crime and 

convict criminals as part of an overall strategy. Studies, for example, show a 41% overall 

decrease in vehicle crime in car parks where CCTVs were installed - contributing to the 

Governments overall target of a national 30% reduction in vehicle crime by 2004. Infact, 



 
 

the CCTV has emerged one of the most powerful situational crime prevention tools. This 

has saved the community, people and establishment throughout the UK. Some of the live 

case studies can be seen at- http://www.crimereduction.gov.uk/cctvminisite28.htm. The 

major areas of intervention by this tool are- missing persons, weapons incidents, assaults, 

smuggling, intelligence gathering, street management, counter terrorism etc. The latest 

remote monitoring technology has come in now that enables the pictures transmition 

down the phone lines to a Central Monitoring Station. The guards can then move 

cameras, deliver audio warnings and switch on lights all from a remote location.   

 

Another measure in the same category is that of alarms. The utilisation of this technique 

in planned ways has already delivered effective outcomes in crime reduction in the 

developed part of world. Intruder detection systems have proved immensely effective for 

warning of the presence of an intruder in residential premises, commercial official and 

school   buildings. In many cases, police respond quickly enough so that the offender or 

offenders are caught. If they are not caught, they are at least discouraged from coming 

back and often leave the property they were attempting to steal behind.  There are now   

improved versions of various alarms like Tecom® system. It has   the capacity to provide 

more than just intruder detection.   This system has the capacity for additional devices 

such as smoke or glass break detectors to be incorporated to support other preventative 

measures against specific problems such as broken windows or arson attacks. Intruder 

detection systems have traditionally used the telephone line as their sole means of 

communication. With the development of Telstra's Mobile Data® network, there is a 

more economical tamper proof alternative. Mobile Data® uses the UHF radio digital data 

network to provide a secure, fast and economical means of communication     

 7. Surveillance by employees 

The incidence of vandalism was cut down in the UK because of resident caretakers. The 

two third reduction was also seen in offences following the appointment of attendants in 

the parking area during high-risk time.   

8. Natural surveillance 

There are host of people in a position to observe and see around. They may be 

neighbours, staff, students or parents, hall hirers, sports clubs or in fact anyone who has a 



 
 

legitimate reason to be on the site. Creating the opportunity to see involves: creation of a 

surveillance zone through trees and shrubs, where trees are pruned up and shrubs are 

trimmed down to provide a corridor of visibility; ensuring that shrubs and trees do not 

shield buildings from nearby premises and roads; ensuring that lighting enhances 

surveillance by illuminating clearly all buildings and areas in the school and target 

directed lighting, target hardening, territorial re-enforcement  

 

General measures like neighbourhood upkeep in terms of good amount of street lights 

and whistle making can have wide ranging applications. Appearing pretty simple and 

routine, these measures do contribute in situational crime prevention. The researches in 

the UK have shown that because streets were lighter there were fewer opportunities for 

offenders. The street lighting played a part in generating a more cohesive community; 

people had more pride in their area. The benefits of street lighting continued into adjacent 

areas 

9. Target removal 

This is about reducing the vulnerability by shifting or removing the target from risk 

situation. The use of phone cards and steel cover in public phones has reduced the attacks 

on them. The removal of gas and electronic coin meters that were the frequent target of 

thefts reduced the incidence significantly. 

 

 10 Identifying properties 

Identifying properties by marking or engraving useful details helped the detection in large 

among of thefts and burglary. The marking of postcode on goods also give an idea of 

their location when the same are recovered as stolen goods. 

11 Denying benefits 

It works amazingly. During the California Gold Rush, more than 150 years ago, 

stagecoach robberies were plaguing silver mine. So they started casting the silver into 

400-pound blocks. These blocks were too heavy for a bandit on horseback, or even a 

gang of them, to carry off.The offenders normally get frustrated when they fail to make 

use of stolen goods. More recent is the case of  credit cards fraud. In the year 2000 alone 

the cost of such frauds was £ 425 million.   The new technology of computer aided chip 



 
 

and use of pin in credit card has produced good results in denying the benefits to cheaters 

and frauds. SCP worked remarkably against thefts and burglaries in the UK. Notably, 

theft and burglaries are major offences in the UK. Using the ‘denying benefit’ approach, 

attention is being paid to effect a crackdown on the markets and transactions of stolen 

goods. This technique is known as ‘market reduction approach’ discourages the thieves 

when they find no conduits to sell the stolen goods (Sutton et al, 2001).  The graffiti 

cleaning and use of speed humps are in the same direction. The displays of one piece of 

shoe or part of a devise that cannot of any use are the example of this technique. 

12. Reducing frustration and stress 

At crowded places, the efficient queuing and polite handling by the dealers are capable of 

managing the situational bursts out. The expanded and convenient seating, passage, and 

soothing effect of music on such public or semi public places tend to cut down the 

possibilities of individual or collective aggression. 

13 The other situational measures 

There are several other efficient measures that have produced good results. Rule setting, 

peer pressure, post instructions, alert conscience, assist compliance, control of drug and 

alcohol are a few of them. 

Many ordinary people commit less-serious crimes, despite realizing that they shouldn’t.  

They are motivated by reasoning like "This store is more costlier," or "I always work 

overtime and don't get paid enough," or "This store is so big, they won't miss this one pair 

of pants."  

The following set of crime prevention techniques involves increasing the pressure on 

people to do what they know is right in the first place.  

1) Set Rules or Procedures that Explain Acceptable Conduct - For example, 

implementing a refund policy at a retail store can reduce the amount of refund fraud. 

2) Remind People that the Offence is Wrong - Signs in New York City's Port Authority 

bus terminal read "Smoking here is illegal, selfish, and rude." 

3) Limit Access to Things that Reduce People's Abilities to Think - The best example of 

this is alcohol. 



 
 

4) Make it Easy for People to "Do the Right Thing." - Put a cash register right by the 

door, or put a garbage can just outside your small grocery so people won't litter so much. 

Fixing broken window:  In their work, James Q. Wilson and George Kelling have 

explained as to how a sense of neglect of community in terms its upkeep and order affects 

the chain of crimes. Restoring order in possible manners can be of immense value to 

crime reduction efforts. 

 

Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) 

 

The basic idea in CPTED is that   the physical environment can be changed or 

manipulated to produce behavioural effects and changes leading to the resultant   

reduction in the incidence and fear of crime, thereby improving the quality of life, and 

enhancing profitability for business. Like all situational crime prevention strategies, 

CPTED has as one of its primary aims to reduce the opportunity for specific crimes to 

occur. Where CPTED differs from traditional target hardening strategies is that the 

techniques employed seek to use environmental factors to affect the perceptions of all 

users of a given space – addressing not only the opportunity for the crime but also 

perceptions of fear on the part of those who may otherwise be victims. 

Drawing heavily on behavioural psychology, CPTED concepts and strategies take 

advantage of the relationships that exist between people and their environments. The way 

we react to an environment is more often than not determined by the cues we are picking 

up from that environment. Those things that make normal or legitimate users of a space 

feel safe (such as good lighting), make abnormal or illegitimate users of the same space 

feel unsafe in pursuing undesirable behaviours (such as stealing from motor vehicles). 

(http://www.cpted.com.au/) 

 

The ‘Hot’ Analysis   
 

The identification and elimination of vulnerable or ‘hot’ locations and objects is the key 

approach in SCP.  The crime ‘reductionists’ have developed remarkable understanding in 



 
 

this area. A software exploring hot spot is also available now 

(http://www.crimestat.com/). The main contention in the approach is that much crime can 

be avoided if resources and managerial planning is timely employed. Following are some 

significant measures in this process (Clarke, 1999). 

 

I. Exploration of Hot points - the places with higher level of incidents concentration.  

II. Identification of Hot places – the geographic locations, which attract larger 

criminal attention due several vulnerability factors.     

III. Analysis of Hot routes – certain routes are relatively unsafe. They facilitate 

criminal movement.  

IV. Identification of Hot objects – crime is also directed in greater amount towards 

special goods and substances due their value and access. Electronic instruments 

and objects are, for instance, come in this category.  

V. Recognizing Hot people – certain people are more prone to criminal offending 

behaviour. They may be targeted more frequently due their peculiar set of 

characteristics. 

 
 

New Developments 
 

 The SCP is about managerial skills and tactical planning. Recently, the companies 

involved in the manufacturing of security devises have shown immense interests in 

developing new solutions to the crimonogenic problems experienced by the people in 

their day-to-day life. The use of personal alarms, for example, amongst the foreign 

female students in urban towns is getting popular as this gives them a confidence that in 

the event of any street crime or offending advancements the same can be used to attract 

public attention. This small devise has become an article in the bags of such persons who 

require much of their time away from home. The Observer (April 27, 2003) reported that 

Karrysafe, the first company in Europe to design bags and fashion accessories, which 

protect users against street crime, was launched in 2001.  It created bags with built in 

alarms. The bags guard against the four top methods of street theft: 'dipping' (by 



 
 

pickpockets), grabbing, lifting and slashing. If grabbed, for example, the strap gives way, 

allowing the thief to take the bag without resorting to violence. Then it triggers a 138-

decibel alarm that they cannot turn off.  

 

 Anti-crime measures have been taken to the level of fabric too. 'Techno-textiles' are 

increasingly being used to foil criminals, with polymers such as Kevlar and Nomex, 

which are stab-, slash-, and bulletproof, incorporated into bag and jacket designs. Levi's 

has already produced an  'e-wear' jacket, in conjunction with Philips. Pioneered at MIT in 

Boston, 'e-wear' has become a strong interest area for electronics and clothing 

manufacturers. With street crime on the rise, a key issue is the portability and visibility of 

items such as mobile phones, personal stereos and computers. The Levi's jacket was an 

attempt to design a garment that could both carry, with comfort, these items, while 

protecting the wearer.  

This is just the tip of the iceberg. Many designers see a day when the victim of a street 

assault may be able to ward off an attacker with ease. They cite fabrics that can change 

state to become 'anti-touch' (suddenly sharp for example), or light up and emit an alarm. 

These garments could be made from impenetrable fabrics and, on attack, release a 

permanent stain to mark out the perpetrator. 

Situational Crime Prevention in Action 

 
 
As said earlier that  SCP has prominently figured as one of the strategies of the Home 

Office Crime Reduction programmes in the UK. Besides, there are several non-

Governmental agencies too who have made use of this technique. It is not possible to 

make mention of each and every such initiative. This section of the paper intends to 

provide a brief overview of some of the programmes where  SCP was functional as one 

of the strategies. 

 
Specific Initiatives 
 
1. Secured by Design (SBD) is a police initiative to encourage the building industry to 

adopt crime prevention measures in development of design to assist in reducing the 



 
 

opportunity for crime and the fear of crime, creating a safer and more secure 

environment. ‘Secured by Design’ is endorsed by the Association of Chief Police 

Officers (ACPO), and has the backing of the Home Office Crime Reduction Unit. It has 

been drawn up in consultation with the Department of the Environment, Transport and 

the Regions (DETR). It is claimed that estates constructed along SBD principles suffer 

30-50% fewer crimes per household than other estates. 

(http://www.securedbydesign.com). 

 

2. The Safer Communities Initiative (SCI) is provided for Partnerships to: 

• deliver a complementary activity plan of situational and social crime reduction 

interventions, based on what works and which secure the maximum impact on 

crime reduction outcomes. 

• deliver a range of activities which is aligned with, and complementary to, the 

Communities Against Drugs programme and has robust links with 

Neighbourhood Renewal funding. 

• build the capacity required to deliver strategies successfully, and lever in other 

sources of funding. 

 
 

3. Safe Street: Securing safe streets is essential to every community's well-being. As a 

result of community efforts across the nation, crime rates have fallen dramatically. In 

addition to helping communities put more police on the streets, the Federal government 

has been working in innovative ways to improve both enforcement and prevention. New 

communications technologies are helping law enforcement officials share and act on 

information faster than ever before. Court systems and police officers are teaming with 

local schools to help students become responsible members of their communities and 

resist negative pressures. These efforts and others listed below are allowing children to 

play, parents to reduce their worrying and allowing neighbourhoods to flourish. 

("http://www.livablecommunities.gov/toolsandresources/safe_streets.htm) 

 
4. The Building Safer Communities (BSC) is a key element of the Government's crime 

reduction strategy. The initiative is aimed at helping communities to:  



 
 

• disrupt local drug markets;  

• tackle drug-related crime and associated disorder and strengthen the ability of 

communities to resist drugs and act against drug misuse;  

• deliver a complementary activity plan of situational and social crime reduction 

interventions, based on what works and which secure the maximum impact on 

crime reduction outcomes;  

• deliver a range of activities which are aligned with, complementary to, and have 

robust links with Neighbourhood Renewal funding;  

• build the capacity required to deliver strategies successfully, and lever in other 

sources of funding.  

 

5. Reducing Burglary Initiative (RBI): Crime reduction by way of SCP has been visibly 

successful in case of burglaries in the UK. Infact, the Home Office in the UK has 

particularly encouraged such initiatives.  The Reducing Burglary Initiative (RBI) was a 

major programme since the launch of Crime Reduction in the year 1998 by the Home 

Office. Some 247-burglary reduction projects were sanctioned that covered 2.1 million 

households that have suffered around 110,000burglarioes. In March 1999, the Reducing 

Burglary Initiative (RBI) funded 63 Strategic Development Projects (SDPs) with the 

funding about £ 60,000 each. The evaluation carried out by the independent agencies and 

experts were reported by Kodz and Pease, (2003). The findings in the SDPs area showed 

that burglaries rates fell in 40 of the 55 SDPs areas. The rates of burglaries were 

compared with non-project areas and it was found that the rates the project areas achieved 

15% to 20% reduction ( Kodz and Pease, 2003). 

 

It may be notable here in four most successful SDP areas- Rochdale, Fordbridge, Solihul, 

Yew Tree, Sandwell and Strichley, Birmingham the  rates  were  reduced by 37%,12%, 

47%, 46% respectively when compared in 2000 with  1998. These projects applied 

several measures of SCP like ‘alley gating’, street lighting property marking and target 

hardening of various forms.    

 



 
 

6. Vehicle Crime Reduction Team( VCRT): In 1998, this scheme was launched. The 

trends in crime against vehicles in the UK have always been disturbing. The current 

figures ( 2002-3) of all types of vehicle crimes, as per BCS estimates,  are 23.66 million. 

This scheme is a strategic initiative to cut the incidence. The target was to reduce this 

crime by 30% ( Sallybanks & Brown, 1999). 

 

7. Street Crime Initiatives ( SCI): This was started in  March 2002 involving ten police 

forces.  This programme resulted in substantial crime reduction.  There has been, for 

example, a 10% reduction in the number of robberies compared to last year; in real terms 

this means over 4,600 less offences. Specific measures also showed: 

• An increase in adults remanded from 53% to 63%;  

• A reduction in unconditional bail for juveniles of 34% to 26%, an increase of 

conditional bail from 47% to 53% and an increase in remands from 18% to 21%;  

• The Metropolitan Police and the West Midlands, who have the largest robbery 

problems, report 33% fewer young victims of street crime over the summer.  

 

8. CCTV Initiatives : A brief account of CCTV initiative has already presented in the 

Report. The CCTV performance and planning can also be seen at a special website - 

http://www.crimereduction.gov.uk/cctvminisite1.htm   

There are 684 CCTV schemes in the UK worth over £17omillion. Evaluation Studies   

show a 41% overall decrease in vehicle crime in car parks where CCTV has been 

installed - contributing to the Government’s overall target of a national 30% reduction in 

vehicle crime by 2004. 

 

9. Designing out Crime:  The crime reduction based on the environmental panning and 

space management fall in this category. The   Bristol City Council and local police 

Architectural Liaison Officers (ALOs) have jointly   developed a set of guidelines that 

ensures that the principles of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) 

are reflected in all planning applications that are subject to agreed criteria.  There are 

many studies in the UK which have examined several interventions based on the 



 
 

designing out principles.  Local authorities have been granted powers to seek the closure 

of alleyways in many areas, where the alleys facilitate burglary, robbery, drug dealing 

and arson. These alleyways no longer serve the purposes for which they were designed - 

in many cases decades ago.( http://www.crimereduction.gov.uk/securedesign22.htm ).The 

demolition of walkways were  removed in many buildings in the UK as they tended to 

facilitate theft and acts of vandalism.  

 

Other Crime Reduction Initiatives of  the Home Office:  Following are the other 

initiatives for reducing crime initiated by the Home office.  

 

• Rural Crime 

• Safer Schools 

• Safer Hospitals 

• Technologies for Improving Home Security 

• Communities against Drugs  

• Small Retailers in Deprived Areas.  

• Crime stoppers 

 

Techno-based Measures:  

 

The Home Office Policing & Crime Reduction Group is developing technology-based 

strategies, which are now delivering effective crime reduction initiatives and toolkits, to 

the police service and community partnership teams. Delivered products include: 

 

Electronic article surveillance (EAS) is a method to discourage shoplifting. Introduced in 

1968-69, this technology has proved to an effective anti-shoplifting measure. This 

electronic technique is about an electronically detectable element that is attached on the 

article. The transmitters and receivers at the exit of shops can immediately detect the 

article if someone tries to take it away. 

 

 



 
 

  Summing up:  

 

The present  study was conducted in the UK and it, in most part, dealt with the problems 

and solutions for the UK  It, nevertheless, can have significant implications for India.    

SCP can in fact contribute to reduce the incidence of theft, burglary, vandalism and street 

crimes in case of India. Most strikingly, several types of terrorist incidents that occur due 

to security lapses or lack of vigil can be responded by SCP. The methods like target 

hardening and access control and other could be made applicable in such cases. This can 

be achieved by undertaking some pilot project in any particular area. The results of 

measures applied in this case may be studied and crime reduction plans may be 

developed focusing upon the local requirements.  
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Abstract 

 

The present paper looks in to the concept and applications of situational crime prevention 

(SCP) in the UK.  SCP forms a major facet of crime reduction programmes in the UK 

SCP is based on opportunity reduction.  SCP is   a specific target oriented approach to 

crime prevention that utilises managerial techniques, design and manipulation of 

environment for reducing the criminal risks. The probable criminal actions are also made 

risky and less rewarding by this technique. A set measures forms  part of SCP initiatives  

that work for  target hardening, access control, denying benefits, deflecting offenders and  

help designing out crime. SCP measures involve technology, tactics and management. 

Use of CCTV, bugler alarms, code, entry phones, chips, electronic tagging etc are some 

main features in this regard. The paper is part of research project conducted in the UK. It 

highlights the performance of SCP in various situations.    
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